Identity Theft

Good morning.

Today’s talk may make you a little bit uncomfortable and that uncomfortability is the human mind not wanting to die.

This morning I received a question posted on Mystical Principles that was really wonderful for sparking a contemplation and I have been contemplating it since and its answer.  It was a question about why do we see an illusion, why do we see a change for the better taking place in illusion; we see a healing take place if we haven’t had a change in consciousness?  

And that is a really great question and the answer, of course, is because we have not seen the real work.  The real work is invisible.  The real Presence is invisible and the real identity is invisible.  What we see with the eyes, with the sense mind, is a picture and the picture has changed from bad to good, but it is still a picture.

A practitioner or the person of spiritual discernment, let’s say, is able to see behind that picture to the underlying reality of Christ-being.  So this person with spiritual discernment has had a spiritual experience in their meditation.  They have witnessed and looked into the invisible and they are not in the slightest bit interested nor are they fooled by pictures, by sense pictures.  

So it doesn’t matter to the person of spiritual discernment whether they are looking at a sickly picture or a healthy picture; a limited, lacking picture or a wealthy picture.  None of that makes any difference at all because they understand and have come to see that the fabric, the substance of these pictures is world-thought or universal beliefs; a series of universal beliefs which are appearing in the mind and never outside of it.

Do we understand that?  Probably not because it takes a while to understand it.

Now we all have a human mind.  That is the mind that says, “I’m 54 years old, I’m a male, I’m 5 feet 8 ½ inches, I’m 170 pounds, I live here, this is my career, I’m this, I’m that.  I’m a father, I’m a grandfather, I’m a great grandfather, I’m a son, I’m an uncle, I’m a nephew.  I accomplished this in my life and I have these degrees.  I own this property and I am this or that.

Now that is the human mind and on the human level is 100% correct, isn’t it?  I am all these things.  Just ask my creditors, ask my realtor, my accountant, my attorney, my university that issued the degree.  They will tell you all those things are true.

However, when we get to the mystical path, none of those things are true.  This person named Bill is a false identity.  It is a false identity whether appearing healthy, wealthy and wise or appearing sickly, bankrupt or broke and stupid.  Both sides of the coin, the good and the bad, are made from the same fabric.  The fabric is universal beliefs, a series of universal beliefs woven together to be a false identity.

You know what it is really?  It’s identity theft.  I had a call a while back and they said, “Have you made some charges on your Citibank card in Canada?”  And I said, “No, I am still down here in North Carolina.  I haven’t been to Canada at all.”  “Well,” they said, “someone made some charges with your number in Canada.”  “Well,” I said, “How can they do that?  I have my card here in my hand?”  “Ah,” they said, “it was identity theft, happens all the time.  It’s the single biggest crime in America today.”  “Well how could they get my password?”  I said, “My password is my mother’s maiden name.”  “Ah,” they said, “you would be surprised what you can do on the internet if you go to a genealogy site.”  “Well,” I said, “then let’s change that password.”  I went and called all my credit card companies and told them to change my password.  No more using mother’s maiden name and they said that is a good idea because they have stumbled upon that and some of my credit cards had said that that was a good plan, mother’s maiden name.  But it turns out it isn’t because someone can steal your identity.  Now, fortunately, I wasn’t liable for any of that.  It got cleared up and everything is okay. 

But the point is, in our spiritual life, there’s an even greater identity theft.  Who are you?  Who are you really?  If you have faithfully practiced the Presence, if you have faithfully practiced meditation, you are beginning to have the experience of a Presence that never leaves you.  ‘I am with you alway even unto the end of the world.’  So you have experienced this Presence and if you have gone a little farther, a little deeper in your meditations, a little higher, then there are times when you know by the experience that this Presence is the reality of you.  And this other thing appearing as a human, with all these human thoughts, this is nothing less than identity theft.  This image is stealing your real identity and building this false identity and if you accept it and its lies, then you live out as this false identity and never have the experience of your true identity.

So then the question becomes, “My God, how do I find out who I am and live out as that?”  Well, we’ve been given the tools and the first top tool is to know the nature of error.  And as we have been told, not too many people like to study the nature of error because it doesn’t give you that warm glowing feeling inside like it does when you study the nature of God and God’s Love.

When you study the nature of error, it makes you uncomfortable and it should.  It should light a fire under you to say, "Hey, what do I do about this?"  Like Buddha when he was taking that ride into town and the first time he saw disease and he saw lack and limitation and poverty and even death; he saw a corpse.  He was appalled, “My God, what do I have to do to remove this from the world?”  And it drove him and drove him and drove him for I think it was twenty years from teacher to teacher until he found the answer.  But he found the answer within, sitting under the tree.

Studying the nature of error should make you uncomfortable.  It should drive you to look for an answer.  But it is the single most important requisite for finding out what you are not, which should drive you within to find out what you are.

So, how do you stop this identity theft?  Well, the first thing you have to do is understand that there is something called universal belief in good and evil.  Now we have all sorts of stories about how it originated.  We have the story of Adam and Eve eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and that is a story that I presume Moses made up to try to explain it for us.  

Where it has its beginning we don’t really know.  Buddha described it as Maya.  He said the cause of all suffering was desire which is the same thing because you either desire to get something you don’t have which is looked upon as good or you desire to get rid of something you don’t want—a disease, a lack, a limitation—which is looked upon as bad.  So it is still a belief in good and evil.  Moses and Buddha were saying the same thing.  Where it had its origin I don’t think you’re going to find out on this plane of existence.  But that it does exist should be something that you recognize.  Error and the appearance of error, the appearance does exist.  But now an appearance is not a reality is it?  

When I drive these roads around here in the mountains, sometimes I am going uphill and I look on the pavement, the asphalt and way up ahead of me about 300 feet, I see a little puddle of water.  And as I drive closer to it, it dissolves and disappears because it wasn’t water.  It was an appearance, fooling the eye and so you can say yes, that appearance has existence, can’t you?  I can show it to you if you ride along with me.  So something is there.  But that which is there is an appearance.  That which is there is a nothing.  It is a nothing appearing as a something.

Error is the same way.  Error that you see that is appearing to you as a person, a place, a thing or a condition, it’s just like that puddle of water.  Yes I can show it to you; you can show it to me.  But it is not a something.  It is a nothing appearing as a something.

Now we take that and we apply it to identity.  This person, this series of universal beliefs woven together to appear as a person, this is not there.  It is not there; it is an appearance.  It is appearing to be a something.  That is why the Master told us, “Do not judge by these appearances.”  In other words, do not draw your conclusions based on these appearances.

So if you understand that you are being presented with a picture, a false identity of self, whether your self or someone else’s self, then you will know there is nothing you can do about it.

When I am driving up the road, can I park the car and get a vacuum and vacuum up that water?  No, of course not.  There is no water there.  What can I do?  I can see it for what it is and as I approach it, it disappears from view.  It is the same way with the appearance of a false identity.  When I recognize that it is an appearance, I will stop praying to God to fix it.  I won’t pray to God, “Will you please add to this appearance on the road?  Why don’t you put a bush here and a little falls over there and we’ll make it an oasis.”  Well that is the same thing I am doing when I am praying to God to add a little money here and add a little health and add a little companionship.  We can’t add God to an illusion.  Why do we keep trying?  Because we are hypnotized into thinking the appearance is a something when it is a nothing.  

So the very first step in awakening from a false identity, from this identity theft, is to recognize there is a series of universal beliefs just floating around; ever since the very first person thought, “Oh no, that is bad.  I’ve got to fix that and make it good.  I haven’t got enough crops this year.”  So that would be billions and billions of universal beliefs just sort of floating around like radio transmissions and the human mind is a receiving station and it picks up these radio transmissions and assembles them into a picture and now we have a false identity by the name of Bill or Susan or Drake or Jim or Mary.

But there is a true identity right there.  However, it does you no good unless you have an awareness of It.  It is true that God is omnipresent.  It is true that God is all.  It is true that Christ is your identity.  But if you have no awareness—let’s put it this way—if you are in that human mind which now is a receiving station for this universal series of beliefs, if you are in that mind, then you cannot know your true identity no matter how you try because the natural mind receiveth not the things of God neither can it know them for they are spiritually discerned.

That is why you can know the truth with that human mind.  You can walk around saying to yourself and repeating, “Christ is my real identity.  Christ is the only Presence here,” and still find yourself in a world of troubles and it is because you have been knowing the truth with that human mind.  

I received this the other day in my meditation which fits in right here.
The mind of man is not equipped to know the truth.
It must come from another mind.
Therefore, have that mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus.

The mind, the human mind, which is suffering from a universal series of beliefs woven together to make a false identity, that mind cannot wake itself up, that mind cannot know the truth, cannot receive the things of God.  So knowing the truth with that mind is absolutely useless.  It is called knowing the letter of truth.  That mind can only know the letter of truth.  That is the way to put it.  That human mind can only know the letter of truth, never the Spirit.

Therefore, after you have recognized that the nature of error is a universal series of beliefs woven together in the human mind to create a false identity, a false person, a false place, a false thing, a false condition, you have the secret of its dissolving.  When you recognize that mind that has manufactured the appearance cannot know the truth which will set me free.  That mind is not equipped to know the truth.  Therefore, let me turn within and go deeper.  Let me find that mind which was also in Christ Jesus.

We finally get to the right question, the question that Buddha asked.  How can I remove death, disease, lack and limitation from the world?  In other words, how can I remove not disease from a person, they are not there.  How can I remove lack and limitation from this artificial identity theft life?  You can’t.  You can’t.  How can I remove this terrible condition from my relatives or friends?  You can’t.  The very mind asking that question is itself the identity theft, the false identity.

So the correct question is, how can I step out of the mind that is itself the false identity seeing all these other false identities?  Because if I can step out of that mind, then the mind which was also in Christ Jesus will reveal Itself.  It will reveal true identity.  That mind which was also in Christ Jesus, through spiritual discernment, will reveal my true identity, your true identity, the one true identity in our very midst.

Now we are getting close, very close to the discovery of our real identity; actually to the discovery of our real mind.  Therefore, we sit down; we recognize the nature of error as this impersonal series of universal beliefs creating a false self and we dismiss it.  We do not try to meet a problem on the level of the problem.  We dismiss it as the nothingness like that appearance on the road. 

Now we turn within and if we are new at this, if this is something we are trying for the first time, then we simply close our eyes and we get quiet, we become still.  

“Alright.  This appearance is a nothing appearing as a something.  I am going to let it go and not do anything about it because nothing can be done about it.  It is a false identity.  But here I am within.  Now this mind, this human mind that has these thoughts about truth, all of that is the letter of truth and that is not going to do anything but kill.  I have got to have the Spirit Itself.  The Spirit giveth life.  The Spirit is that mind which was also in Christ Jesus.  So let me be still.  Let me think no more thoughts.  Father, reveal Thy Self.  Let the Spirit make intercession.  Let the Spirit reveal the one true identity, even Christ.

I am still, I am listening.  Father You reveal the Presence of I in the midst of me.

There is a Presence in the midst of our very Consciousness; there really is, and when we practiced the Presence throughout our days, we were practicing remembering that this Presence is with us.  And when we sat down to meditate and began practicing meditation, it was for the purpose of stilling the mind or rather through contemplation, reaching a point, a stage, where the mind became still and sometimes it was only for a second, yet in that stillness a Presence was felt; a Spirit, a spiritual Presence.  In that momentary silence there may have been a scripture, a word that flowed forth.

In this inner stillness, if you succeeded in reaching the place where the mind stood still for a moment, you experienced something.  It might have been a feeling of a Presence other than your body or mind.  It might have been receiving an impression as if something was saying, “I am here.  I will never leave you.”  It may have been a peace; My peace, that passeth all understanding, that descended upon you.  In one way or another you felt a transcendental Presence in your Consciousness, in your midst.

So as you turn within and you say:  “Father, reveal identity.  Reveal the truth about who I am.”  This movement within is an answer.  It is an experience of who you are.  This is your true identity revealing Itself to you, as a movement, a quickening, a tingling, a peace, an impression or awareness that there is a Presence, I, always with you.  This is the only identity that you have.  But it does you no good unless you have an experience of it, here in your inner temple.

When you have an experience within your Consciousness of this Presence, it begins to dissolve everything unlike Itself.  There is no need to tell It what you need or what lack or limitation you would like to see dissolved.  I don’t have to tell anybody when I am driving up the mountain what I would like to see happen to that appearance on the road.  I just simply have to move ahead and it dissolves.

Listen to me.  You do not have to think or tell Omniscience what you would like to see dissolved.  You only have to stand or rest in the Light.  Stand still and see the transforming power of this inner Presence.

God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all and when you experience this Light, you feel it, not an emotion, no, it is a different sense of feel.  It is spiritual discernment.  You feel a transcendental Presence.  When you feel It, It dissolves everything unlike Itself and it is automatic.  Just like stepping out into the sunshine to feel the warmth and the light of the sun.  You don’t have to tell the sun what you would like; you have to step into it.  

You don’t have to tell this Presence at all what you would like to see dissolved.  You step into it.  You step out of the human mind with its series of universal beliefs and you step into this other mind, this Presence and It begins to dissolve the false identity, the false self.  You don’t direct it, you don’t tell it, you don’t ask it to change this or that or the other.  You simply make that contact within.  You simply rest back in It until you have the experience of It; you have the feel of It.  Then It of Itself dissolves everything unlike Itself.  It begins to work immediately.

Do you understand?  There is no need to pray.  We are told we can pray for anything we wish as long as it is not of this world.  Therefore it is valid to say, “Father, reveal Your Self.  Let me feel Your Presence.”  And as you have this experience more than once and repeatedly come within here to this inner temple and have this experience over and over again, more and more of this false identity theft will be dissolved without any asking.  It just goes.  You don’t even know where it goes nor do you care.  And more and more of this infinite invisible Presence, Christ, liveth in you and as you and you come to the experience—not the knowledge—the experience, the actual witnessing, Christ is living me.  Eventually you come to the awareness, “Christ is me”; there never was a me.  God Itself, individualized as Christ, is living Itself right here.

By recognizing the nature of error, turning within and recognizing the nature of prayer as this resting, as this inner perception or feeling of the Presence of God; this then results in you seeing with your own eyes, with your own eye of spiritual discernment, that God’s Love manifests individually as your Christ identity.  So this then reveals the nature of God.

I don’t know where you are at in your life, but I know that for me, I want my life back.  I am not happy that this series of universal beliefs has woven together out of the fabric of nothingness, a false identity and then is moving it around through the human mind—I don’t want to live that walking dead, that sleeping life.  I want to awaken from the mortal dream and come into the actual living awareness that Christ liveth in me and through me and as me and I want to do it starting today.  I want my life, the life that God made for me before the world was and this is the way.

Any other way such as demonstrating automobiles and houses and increase in income, better heart rates and better companions—all of that is not the way.  That is just manipulating the series of universal beliefs.  Now we have good ones to play with, but we are still sleeping.  Awake thou that sleepest.

I want to awaken and I am, however gradually, I am.  I do not feel that I have time anymore to play with these trinkets.  

Within your Consciousness is the living Christ, God individualized, placed there at the beginning before this world experience.  

Will you awaken to your real identity?  Come out of this world of universal beliefs and discover through an actual transcendental awareness or experience that you are the Son, the offspring of the living God; that you are the temple in which God dwells. 

If you will, you are going to have to leave behind that human mind that presents these series of universal beliefs and in your meditation, you are going to have to come up higher into the mind which was also in Christ Jesus and have that as your mind.

Oh, for a while, when you open your eyes, yes, for a while you are still going to need that human mind to balance your check book and to plan your budget and to make your grocery list and perhaps pass a driving test—that sort of thing.  But it will be governed—governed—by this Mind.  Capital M-i-n-d, this Omniscient Mind which was also in Christ Jesus.  This will govern that human mind and there will be no place for universal beliefs to enter or to defile or maketh a lie.

We have all, every one of us on earth; have been the victims of identity theft.  You have, I have, and everyone has.  But now we are no longer going to live that false sense of identity, that false sense of self.  We are going to come up out of that, consciously, and awaken to our true identity as we witness and behold It living Itself.

It speaks Itself.  It reveals Itself.  It goes before you and prepares a place for you and you marvel, “Wow, look at that!”  An invisible hand of the Presence of this true identity moves things around and dissolved everything unlike Itself in order to accomplish the Father’s Will.  It is fabulous.

Let us agree that we are going to be done with playing with trinkets.  We are going to come to the throne of the Father with one desire; that God may reveal Itself, that God may reveal the Christ on earth as in heaven, the true identity made in His image and likeness, in Its image and likeness.

If you will come to the throne of the Father and rest there at the feet of infinite God and if you will ask, well—Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone will ask, if anyone will open unto me, I will come in.  You will have the Christ experience and you will have it again and again until It begins to live you and dissolves everything unlike Itself, which is the complete false identity.

Okay.  Do we see this clearly?

If you are unable to have a meditation to the point of stillness where you have this inner experience of a transcendental Presence called Christ or God individualized, then you know you need to go back and study about contemplation and how to reach that point of stillness.

If you are unable to contemplate, if you do not know the letter of truth, then you must go back to Practicing the Presence.  Read that book thoroughly and put it into practice in the minutes, hours and days of your week until that becomes almost second nature and you’re able to calm down enough to contemplate.
This path we are on is very specific in its directions and if you are not able to do something here, then all you need to do is back up until you’re standing in the place where you are able to do that and then continue with that until it moves you forward.  

Don’t try to jump up here if you can’t do it yet.  It requires honesty.  If you know someone that is walking this way and has been walking this way for awhile and you’re serious about this, then you can write them and say, “Look, here’s what I’ve been doing, here’s the results.  What do you think I need to include or get rid of?  What do you think I need to do in order to learn how to meditate or in order to learn how to practice the Presence?  What do you think I need to study in order to see truly the nature of error?”

You see?  Let’s stop all this guess work.  We don’t have to guess.  I know four people, five people, right off the top of my mind here that would be able to answer these questions.  All within reach of an email—six, seven.  I know plenty and I suspect you do too.

We can go on year after year, planning for the life of a false identity which is an identity theft, making preparations for when that identity retires.  There is nothing wrong with a retirement fund, I’m not saying that.  I’m saying if your mind is focused on that and nothing but that, then you are living in a false identity, which will come to an end and will pass away.  It will cease to exist.  That is what happens to all false identities.  And we can either wait forty years and watch it happen or we can die daily today in the way that we have described, to that false sense of identity.  But as you die daily, you also awaken daily.  Each little death is a resurrection of a new identity, your true identity, Christ.

Okay.  I hope that helps.  I thank you for listening.  God bless you all in your journey.  And come up higher, come up high, come up into your true identity.  Leave that false identity theft person behind.  Come into the kingdom.  You have it in your power to become the Sons of God.  That was promised by John and I accept his promise.
